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CWC Recommendation o

#1 CWC Climate Conscious Recommendation from
Anesthesiology:

“Don’t use desflurane when other anesthetic drugs are
equally effective and less harmful to the environment”



Desflurane — Low Hanging Fruit
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The Numbers on Desflurane

Makes up 80% of greenhouse gases
stemming from anesthetics in the
atmosphere

2500 times more potent as a
greenhouse gas than carbon dioxide

25 times more warming than
Sevoflurane (common alternative seen
here in yellow)




Desflurane Phase Out

Scotland banned in 2023
England banned in 2024 |

European Union will complete the ban
by Jan 1, 2026




One page — big impact!

We wrote a joint statement with
the Clinical Chiefs for
Anesthesia for all5 Zones to
notify NLHS that desflurane will
no longer be purchased in NL
effective December 1, 2024
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ANNUAL PURCHASING

TRENDS FOR THE
ENTIRE PROVINCE OF

PROVINCIAL ANESTHETIC GAS PURCHASES (in bottles)
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Dion Ross, B.Sc. (Pharm)
Clinical Pharmacy Specialist
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Dion Ross, B.Sc. (Pharm)
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Desflurane Phase Out

Canada:

NL first province to achieve desflurane free

Nunavut and NWT have already gone
desflurane free




Canada-wide phase out

March 2025, CMA Summit, Ottawa - William Gagnon and Dr. Courtney
Howard launched a national campaign to phase out desflurane in all
provinces and territories

Dr Courtney Howard, Medical Doctor (MD),  william Gagnon, BEng., MSc., LEED AP BD+C
Master of Public Policy (MPP), CCFP-EM & ND, PMP

Founder of POWER (powerwellbeing.ca) Executive Director, NWT Medical Association
Planetary Health Leader Planetary Health Leader



Canada-wide phase out

FONDATION FAMILIALE

* National Grant by Trottier { TROTTIER

FAMILY FOUNDATION

* Twin Campaign:
1. All P&T Des free by January 2026

2. Al P&T to have Sustainable
Healthcare Secretariats by 2028

PLANETARY HEALTH ORGANIZATIONS FOR
WELLBEING, EQUITY & REGENERATION



Des is dead, Piped Nitrous is next! Q,

Decommissioning central nitrous oxide piped systems in NL

* Nitrous oxide (N;0) is a significant source of health care facilities’ greenhouse gas and
ozone depletion emissions.

» Sites typically report 85-99% of their centralized N,O leaking into the atmosphere

despite maintenance attempts to stop/repair.
Choosing Q

Wisely NL

& Decommission central piped systems in favour of using portable tanks where needed.

& Avoid installation of piped N0 systems when building new facilities.



Des is dead, Piped Nitrous is next!

National Nix the Nitrous team:
Mike Apostol, P. Eng

Kathy DeKoven, MD, FRCPC

Asim Igbal, MD, FRCPC

Anita Rao, MD, FRCPC

Stephan Williams, MD, PhD, FRCPC

The Canadian Coalition
for Green Health Care

Codalition canadienne pour
un systéme de santé écologique

Website: Webinar: Toolkit:
greenhealthcare.ca/nix-the- www.youtube.com/watch?v=7 Coming soon!
nitrous/ -Cplg1HAdJU - py e

= -\ NITROUS OXIDE
B TOOLKIT

el 12} o

CENTRAL SUPPLY SYSTEM
DEACTIVATION GUIDELINE
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Contact

Krista Mahoney Quality of Care NL

kmahoney@mun.ca

@ qualityofcarenl.ca
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